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Background: Sergei Prokofiev's Violin Concerto No. 1 in D major, Op. 19, is a vibrant 

and expressive work composed between 1915 and 1917. Sergei Prokofiev, a 

prominent Russian composer known for his unique harmonic language and modernist 

tendencies, composed his First Violin Concerto in the aftermath of the Russian 

Revolution. Although the concerto was written during a time of political and social 

upheaval in Russia, the work exudes a vibrant and diverse musical language that 

remains both challenging and captivating for performers and audiences. In 1917, 

Prokofiev experienced his most creatively abundant period, during which he crafted 

not just the Classical Symphony, but also the Violin Concerto No. 1, the Third and 

Fourth Piano Sonatas, the Visions fugitives for piano. Additionally, he initiated the 

ambitious and notably impressive cantata on Chaldean texts, Seven, They Are Seven, 

and commenced work on his Piano Concerto No. 3. 

 

Structure: The concerto is divided into three movements: 

 

1. Andantino - Andante assai 

2. Scherzo: Vivacissimo 

3. Moderato – Andante 

 

Andantino - Andante assai: 

The concerto opens with a lyrical and contemplative first movement, marked 

"Andantino." The solo violin introduces the main theme, creating a sense of intimacy 

and reflection. The orchestra provides a delicate backdrop, and the movement 

gradually builds in intensity. As the movement transitions into the "Andante assai" 

section, the soloist's lyrical lines become more passionate, leading to a dramatic 

climax. This movement beautifully showcases Prokofiev's gift for melody and his ability 

to combine lyrical passages with more agitated and virtuosic elements. 

 

 

 



Scherzo: Vivacissimo: 

The second movement, marked "Scherzo: Vivacissimo," is a lively and playful 

section that contrasts with the first movement. It is characterized by its rapid, rhythmic 

patterns and syncopated melodies. The solo violin dances through intricate passages, 

while the orchestra provides a propulsive and colorful accompaniment. This movement 

is full of energy and showcases Prokofiev's mastery of rhythm and orchestration. 

 

Moderato - Andante: 

The concerto concludes with a "Moderato - Andante" third movement, which 

returns to a more reflective mood. The solo violin presents a gentle, melancholic 

melody, and the orchestra adds depth and texture to the composition. Prokofiev 

weaves a poignant narrative through the interaction between the soloist and the 

orchestra. As the movement progresses, the music becomes more emotional and 

poignant, leading to a beautiful and bittersweet ending. 

 

Overall, Prokofiev's Violin Concerto No. 1 is a striking work that blends his 

signature style with classical elegance and romantic lyricism. The concerto is known 

for its virtuosic demands on the soloist and its captivating melodies, making it a favorite 

among both performers and audiences. 

 

The concerto's combination of classical form with 20th-century innovation 

makes it a significant contribution to the violin concerto repertoire and a testament to 

Prokofiev's genius as a composer. It continues to be a beloved and frequently 

performed work in the world of classical music 


