
Schubert Arpeggione Sonata in a minor D.821 

The Schubert Arpeggione Sonata in A minor, D. 821, is a remarkable and unique work in 
the chamber music repertoire. Composed in 1824, it is often referred to as the 
"Arpeggione Sonata" due to its original instrumentation for the arpeggione, a now-
extinct hybrid instrument with characteristics of both the guitar and cello. The piece is in 
three movements: Allegro moderato, Adagio, and Allegretto. 

Schubert's sonata showcases his remarkable melodic inventiveness and lyrical prowess. 
The opening Allegro moderato is filled with bittersweet melodies, contrasting dramatic 
sections with more introspective moments. The second movement, Adagio, is a soulful 
and poignant aria that exemplifies Schubert's gift for heartfelt expression. The final 
Allegretto offers a delightful and lively rondo that balances the work's melancholic 
undertones with moments of joy. 

Despite the arpeggione's near-extinction, the Arpeggione Sonata has found new life 
through adaptations for other instruments, most commonly the cello and the guitar. Its 
enduring popularity is a testament to Schubert's genius and his ability to create music 
that speaks to the human soul. This sonata remains a cherished gem in the chamber 
music canon, celebrated for its emotional depth and exquisite melodies. 
 
 
Piazzolla 

Astor Piazzolla's "Le Grand Tango" is a masterful and exhilarating composition that stands 
as a hallmark of the modern tango genre. Composed in 1982, this virtuosic piece was 
originally written for the Argentine virtuoso cellist Yo-Yo Ma, showcasing Piazzolla's 
fusion of traditional tango elements with contemporary musical language. 

"Le Grand Tango" is a captivating work, characterized by its rhythmic complexity, 
passionate melodies, and dramatic flair. It challenges performers with its technical 
demands while allowing for emotional depth and improvisation, reflecting Piazzolla's 
desire to push the boundaries of the tango tradition. 

The piece unfolds in a single movement, offering a vibrant dialogue between the cello 
and piano, with both instruments taking turns in leading and supporting roles. Piazzolla's 
distinctive use of dissonance and syncopation creates a sense of tension and release, 
adding an alluring, modern twist to the traditional tango rhythms. 

"Le Grand Tango" captures the essence of Piazzolla's innovative approach to tango music, 
blending classical and jazz elements with the passionate spirit of the Argentine tradition. 
Its enduring popularity has made it a favorite in the repertoire of many cellists and 
pianists, celebrated for its fiery character and emotional depth, embodying the essence of 
the "nuevo tango" movement that Piazzolla pioneered. 
 


