
Programme notes 
 
The Sonata for Solo Flute in A minor, Wq. 132, H 562 was composed by Carl 

Philipp Emanuel (CPE) Bach. He wrote this 3-movement sonata in Berlin around 

1747 when he was the chamber harpsichordist for Frederick the Great, who was 

a also a flautist. During that time, Bach was surrounded by many well-established 

musicians, like Johann Joachim Quantz and his musical style was greatly 

influenced by his father, J.S Bach. It does not follow the standard form of fast-slow-

fast but slow-fast-fast. This solo flute sonata was considered unconventionally 

composed due to the wide interval leaps and dynamic contrasts written for the 

baroque flute, which had its limitations, compared to the modern flute.  

 

Liebermann Flute Concerto, Op. 39 

This dramatic and Romantic flute concerto is one of the most important twentieth-

century additions to the repertory of the instrument. In 1994 the National Flute 

Society of the United States named it as the best new work for the instrument. 

Lowell Liebermann dedicated this concerto for international flute virtuoso James 

Galway, who is well known for his expressivity in vibrato and richness in tone. The 

opening and closing themes in the first movement, Moderato, is lyrical and highly 

charming. The second movement, Molto Adagio, creates a beautiful lyrical and 

hypnotic effect with pulsing off-beat accompaniment that continues throughout. 

The final movement, Presto, which ends the concerto with intense accents, 

articulations, rapid arpeggios and running notes. 
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