
Programme Notes (HAN HUIJAE) 
 

1. Schumann Fantasiestücke, Op. 73 

 

Robert Schumann "Fantasiestücke," Op. 73 is a set of three lyrical and expressive 
pieces originally composed for clarinet and piano. Each piece captures a distinct 
mood and emotional landscape, showcasing Schumann's gift for creating intimate 
and evocative musical narratives. 

The first piece, marked Zart und mit Ausdruck (Tender and with expression), features 
gentle melodies and introspective passages, reflecting a sense of longing and 
nostalgia. 

The second piece, Lebhaft, leicht (Lively, light), contrasts with the first with its playful 
and energetic character. Schumann’s use of lively rhythms and spirited themes 
creates a sense of joyful exuberance. 

The final piece, Rasch und mit Feuer (Quick and with fire), brings the set to a 
dramatic conclusion with its fiery tempo and passionate melodies. Schumann's 
mastery of dynamic contrasts and intense emotions shines through in this 
exhilarating finale. 

"Fantasiestücke," Op. 73 is a captivating journey through a range of emotions, 
showcasing Schumann's lyricism, sensitivity, and expressive depth in a compact and 
engaging musical form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2.Debussy Cello Sonata in D minor 

Claude Debussy Cello Sonata in D minor, composed in 1915, is a masterpiece that 
exemplifies the composer's innovative approach to music. This sonata is one of 
Debussy's last completed works before his death in 1918 and reflects his mature 
style, characterized by impressionistic harmonies, subtle textures, and evocative 
atmospheres. 

The first movement marked (Prologue: Lent) is introspective and mysterious, drawing 
the listener into a world of delicate motifs and rich harmonies. Debussy's use of 
chromaticism and unconventional harmonic progressions creates a sense of 
ambiguity and fluidity, transporting the audience through a range of emotional 
landscapes. 

The second movement (Sérénade: Modérément animé) contrasts with the 
introspective nature of the Prologue with its lively and playful character. Here, 
Debussy showcases his skill in crafting intricate melodies and rhythmic interplay 
between the cello and piano, creating a sense of dialogue and spontaneity. 

The final movement (Finale: Animé) brings the sonata to a vibrant conclusion with its 
energetic and rhythmically complex themes. Debussy's use of shifting meters and 
dynamic contrasts adds a sense of urgency and excitement, culminating in a thrilling 
finale that leaves a lasting impression. 

Debussy Cello Sonata in D minor is a testament to his genius as a composer and 
remains a beloved work in the cello repertoire, admired for its expressive depth, 
technical challenges, and enduring beauty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Schumann Cello Concerto in A Minor 

Robert Schumann Cello Concerto in A minor, Op. 129, is a cherished work in the cello 
repertoire, known for its lyrical beauty, expressive depth, and technical challenges. 
Composed in 1850 during a prolific period in Schumann's career, the concerto 
reflects the Romantic era's emphasis on emotion, storytelling, and virtuosity. 

1. Nicht zu schnell (Not too fast) - The first movement opens with a lyrical cello 
melody that sets the tone for the entire concerto. Schumann's melodic writing 
showcases the cello's expressive range, supported by lush orchestral textures 
that provide a rich harmonic backdrop. 

2. Langsam (Slow) - The second movement is a soulful and introspective Adagio, 
where the cello sings with heartfelt emotion. Schumann's use of chromaticism 
and poignant harmonies creates a sense of deep longing and introspection, 
making this movement a poignant highlight of the concerto. 

3. Sehr lebhaft (Very lively) - The final movement bursts with energy and 
excitement, featuring lively rhythms, playful melodies, and virtuosic passages 
for the cello. Schumann's mastery of form and structure is evident as the 
concerto concludes with a thrilling and triumphant flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


